Planning the AP English Lit & Comp Course: Three Dozen Questions

Audiences

Students

1. Who will be taking the course?

2. Who will decide who takes the course?

3. Is there a formal selection process in place?

4. How many students? in how many sections?

5. What grade level are the students?

6. Describe them.

7. What is their motivation for taking the course?

8. How motivated are they to do the work? 

9. Does that motivation come from within, or is it imposed from outside, and, if so, by whom?

10. What will they have done in English? All of them?

11. Do you know any of them from previous courses?

12. Do you know any of their strengths? weaknesses?

13. Do they read? 

Other audiences: 

What agendas do they carry? What influence do they have on the AP course?

14. colleagues in your department

15. colleagues in other departments or other schools in your district

16. administrators at your site

17. district administrators; district governing board or committee

18. county / state offices of education

19. community leaders?

20. community members concerned with education?

Purpose:  

21. What are your purposes in the course? What are the purposes of your various audiences?

The ‘party line’: “An AP course in English Literature & Composition should engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the close reading of selected texts, students should deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers.” You probably want your students to form some habits as well, maybe including reading with insight and enjoyment and writing in their own voice with precision, intelligence, polish, and some sophistication. What do you want to add here?

22. What role will the AP Exam play in your course?

23. What role will the results of that exam play at your school?

24. What role will the results of that exam play in your community?

Course Content

There are no ‘right’ answers here.
25. Who decides what the course content will be?

26. What must students leave with?

· what knowledge/understanding?

· what skills?

· what habits?

27. What works must be included? is that because you want them or someone else does?

28. What organizational plan do you want to use? The course can be arranged in any of a number of ways:

· thematically 

· generically 

· chronologically 

· geographically

· maybe some combination?

29. What units do you want, and in what order?

30. Do you want to ‘cover’ a broader range of literature or work in more detail and ‘depth’

31. How will your students’ success be measured, how often, and by whom?

32. What will be your time frame?

33. Will students do summer work?

34. How will your school calendar influence your course?

· opening and closing dates

· state and local testing

· holidays and breaks

· school events

· other factors

You

How do you keep it together?
35. What support systems for teaching AP do you already have in place?

36. What systems are you considering adding to your life as a teacher of AP?
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